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The army, accordingly, began to advance on the 1st January,
and in the course of the month, they were assembled in the
vicinity of Cox's Bazar, to which place they were accompanied
along the coast by the transports and other vessels.

Here it became necessary to decide whether to follow the
road along the coast to the mouth of the Naaf, or, by taking a
more easterly direction, to cross that river at a higher and more
practicable part of its course. -It. should be noted that the rivers
of Arakan rise in a range of mountains only a short distance
from the sea coast, and are consequently neither of great volume
nor depth. They are generally fordable, except after heavy
rain; but as they approach the coast they suddenly change their
character, and expand into vast estuaries, communicating with,
each other and the sea. The whole coast, indeed, may be considered
to be indented by large inlets of the sea, receiving mountain
torrents, rather than as broken by the mere passage of rivers.
In spite, however, of the greater difficulties to be encountered in
crossing these numerous estuaries, which would have been avoided
if a route further inland had been selected, General Morrison
determined to follow the direction of the coast. The existence of
. an inland road was doubtful, and there could be no question that
it led through a wild and jungle covered country, which would be
impassable for the artillery and baggage animals. Whilst proceed-
ing along the coast, the fleet would ensure the receipt of supplies,
and would, it was hoped, be able to take the army across the
mouths of the different rivers without delay.

The army reached Tek Naf on the 1st February. A detach-
ment was immediately sent across the river and occupied Maung-
daw. No enemy appeared, and the population was decidedly
friendly.

The rest of the troops were gradually taken across the river,
but the difficulties of this operation greatly exceeded anticipa-
tion, and it was the 12th of the month before a further advance
could be made. Even then a great part of the baggage was still
on the western bank, and a lot of the transport had not even
reached the Naaf. From Maungdaw an inland road led via Lawa-
dong (Rathedaung ?) to Arakan, which was a better route than that
from Ramu; but acting on the plan first adopted, General Morrison